
Wild Central Australia
Photography Workshop 2017

June 25th-30th

with David Stowe, Henry Cook and Mark Carter

Thank you for your interest in the 2017 Wild Central Australia Photography 
Workshop. 
David Stowe, Henry Cook and I are very excited about this event; it really is a 
unique beast. Unlike ordinary nature photo tours, we want to offer a workshop 
which is as much about experiencing the special species and landscapes of the 
Red Centre as it is about terrific photography. 
Last year’s event exceeded expectations and was a magical week- friendships 
were forged, some stunning photos were taken and the feedback from everyone 
involved was that it was a terrific experience. We have been busy working on ways 
to make the 2017 event even better. We have structured the itinerary to strike the 
right balance between the locations, the light, the birds and mammals activity 
patterns and your comfort. As a result we have fewer formal structured tutorial 
sessions than other workshops, instead we often let the species, sites and 
circumstances will take the lead and let the learning experiences flow naturally. 

I hope you choose to join us on this wonderful birding and wildlife photography 
adventure. 

Mark Carter,
Alice Springs October 2016 



Itinerary
Day 1
Sunday 25th June
Workshop Begins: 3pm
Introductory session at our indoor workshop space. Meet the David, Henry and 
Mark and your fellow workshop participants to discuss the week ahead. Followed 
by a session on composition and the art of image making led by David. 

Welcome Dinner- relax and enjoy a good meal with your new photography 
companions. 

Day 2
Monday 26th 
Early start to travel to a pristine woodland location where we have a hands on 
introduction to the world of wildlife photography fieldcraft. Shoot planning, using 
hides and camouflage, choosing perches and backgrounds and more will all be 
covered. Subjects include Splendid Fairy-wren, Red-capped and Hooded Robins.

Buffet lunch at our indoor workshop space followed by session on post-field 
workflow essentials. 

Late afternoon we capitalise on the magical light at a bowerbird bower and explore 
taking portraits of wild macropods. Subjects include Western Bowerbird, Euro and 
Black-flanked Rock Wallaby.

Day 3
Tuesday 27th
Early start to travel to a prime desert river location in time for sunrise. This habitat is 
always a busy  highway of life through the arid landscape. This session 
concentrates on the charismatic birds of prey here which will have begun nest site 
selection and mating. Subjects include Black-breasted Buzzard, Brown Goshawk 
and Pardalotes. 

Buffet lunch at our indoor workshop space followed by indoor session on flash 
techniques in wildlife photography.

In the evening we set out to a location with resident wild owls where we will put the 
flash photography skills we learned in the afternoon to the test.



Day 4
Wednesday 28th
Today we head to Alice Springs Desert Park- one of the world’s leading bioparks 
where nature and captivity blend seamlessly to create a powerful immersive 
experience. Your guide Mark is a former employee of the Park and knows its 
secrets intimately. We enjoy special behind the scenes access with many 
opportunities to get closer to rare and elusive species: get those macro lenses 
ready! Subjects include Birds of Prey, Thorny Devil, Woma Python

Buffet lunch outdoors at a pleasant woodland location followed by a full afternoon at 
our exclusive Dusky Grasswren hide in the West McDonnell Ranges. Jaw dropping 
scenery and outstanding birds! Subjects include; Spinifexbird, Dusky Grasswren, 
Grey-headed Honeyeater

Day 5
Thursday 29th 
West MacDonnell Ranges: An early start gets us into the mountains in time for the 
best light of the day. Emphasis today will be on getting intimate with some of the 
denizens of the red mountains and gorges. We will have lunch in the field to 
maximise our use of time. Subjects include Spinifex Pigeons, Golden-backed 
Honeyeater and Painted Finch. 

Mid afternoon we drive to Stanley Chasm for late afternoon walk into the Chasm 
followed by a superb BBQ dinner at the Chasm Restaurant. Following the meal we 
make our way back into the Chasm in search of nocturnal species and (weather 
permitting!) to try our hand at star photography with the incredible Chasm as 
backdrop. Subjects include Owlet-nightjar, Marbled Velvet Gecko, Central Ranges 
Treefrog.

Day 6
Friday 30th 
Early start to travel to a selected location for a mystery hide-based raptor 
experience. Put the new skills you’ve learned over the week to use in a unique 
situation- sorry to be “cloak and dagger” but we want to keep this one as a surprise! 

Final buffet lunch at our indoor workshop space followed by an indoor session 
recapping the themes of the week and reviewing your amazing images. 

Official End of Workshop: 4pm.



Notes 

All itinerary details subject to change to reflect unanticipated conditions and 
capitalise on opportunities; floods, fires, Budgie swarms and vagrant species- we 
will craft the workshop to make it best and safest experience it can be. 

This itinerary is designed around participants of average health and mobility with 
ability to safely traverse uneven ‘off path’ ground and be active in areas where 
allergens such as ants, bees and pollen may occur. 

Hosts: David Stowe, Henry Cook and Mark Carter Project leader: Mark Carter 
Maximum Group Size: 9  
Cost: $5588 (GST inclusive) per person. No single supplement. 
Booking Security Deposit: $500. 
Please consult Booking Form for full details on payment arrangements. 

Quoted price inclusive of; 
• Guiding and tuition 
• All entry fees and permits
• 5 nights accommodation at Hilton Doubletree Alice Springs (or equivalent) 25th - 

29th June
• Welcome Dinner 25th June
• Final dinner 29th June
• Morning Tea every day
• Lunch every day
• All transport during the workshop 

Exclusive of;
• All other meals unless specified 
• Drinks with meals
• Personal equipment
• Personal expenses, 
• Personal travel insurance 

Recommended Equipment List 
• DSLR body 
• Telephoto Lens (300mm or higher) 
• Wide-angle lens 
• Macro lens 
• Flash 
• Tripod 
• Lots of memory cards for your camera! 
• A laptop loaded with Lightroom and Photoshop software. (If you don’t own this 

software then download the free “one month” trial version shortly before the 
workshop.) 



• LED head torch 
• Warm clothing (its cold at night in June!) 
• Boots or similar footwear. 
• Binoculars 

Camera equipment (Canon system) is available for hire during the workshop for 
those who do not own these items already, including DSLR body, high quality 
telephoto lens, macro lenses and more. Contact Mark Carter at 
mark@birdingandwildlife.com for details 


